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‘Tis THE MONTH AFTER CHRISTMAS -- AND 
THIN@S ARE LOOKING UP IN THE WORLD. 
SOMEHOW, THE YULE-TIDE SPIRIT HAS 
CARRIED OER INTO THE NEW YEAR. 
PEOPLE ARE SMILING " MLALO*” (IN THE 
S7REETS AND, ALL OF A SUDDEN, NEW. 
YORK HAS BECONE 4 BEAUTIFUL CITY 
‘CE Mc 


ANOTHER SLOW, 
BORING PATROL 
6ITES THE DusT. 


YOU MIGHT AS WELL. GO HOME 

AND CRACK THE TEXTBOOKS, 
PARKER, THE WAY THE CRIME 

RATE'S BEEN PROPPING LATELY, 
You'RE JUST WASTING youR TIME.) 
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LOOKS LIKE I SPOKE 
700 $00N, THOSE 
GUYS COUP BE 


“HONEST "CITIZENS } 
OUT FOR AN EVENINGS’ 
- STi 


\N ed 


a, 


C4; HOTGHOT! 
\FANYONE & GET- 


TING PUT ON /CE, 
ITS You! 


AG FOR YOU, MY FRIEND, YOU'LL 
BEA LOT SAFER OUT OF THE 
SINE OF FIRE, 


BUT FOMEHO! 
Sees INK 


--WHILE I 
PUT THE 
YEWELER ON 
ICE--, fe 

TY 


ERNIE; YOU $7W/C710-— 

YOU SAID THE OLD 

MAN WAS O/T 
CaP! 


“TELL IT 1” 
“THE BOSS--| 


941, FORA TEN-TO- \VON'T FRET, THOUGH, YOU'LL 
TWENTY SI1RETCH , HAVE YOUR AdLG, HERE, TO 
\N ATT/EA ?_A. KEEP YOU COMPANY." 
ee 


VOUA. GIAY HERE (TIL THE 

FIGHT'S OVER-- IT SHOULDN'T. 

TAKE £ONG--THEN CALL THE 
THE POLICE. 


THE WALL-CRAWLER'S 
COMIN’ CUT LOOSE, 
YOu GUYS! We BEEN HERE 


700 LONG AWREADY! _4 


THE FOURTH 
MAN! HE'S 


Oy VOU POW'T, 


FELLA! THig WAS 
A NICE PEACEFUL 
YEAR UNTIL YOU 

VOKERS CAME 
ALONG” 


THAT'S BEEN TRIED 
ye BUNKIES, BY 
MEN THAN YOu! 


“ANG BROTHER, 
YOU'ZE GOING 


oO PAY For 
MESSING (7 1 


L GUESS NEW YORK'S 

FINEST Ce HAVE TO PUZZLE 

THIF ONE OUT ON THEIR 
OWN. 


CONTINUED AFTER NEXT PAGE 


WCREDIBLE, SPIDER-MAN. 
iY APPROACH WAS AS 
SILENT AS DEATH ITSELF, 
YET, STILL YOU AEAROME, 


HITTING ME WITH 
A_ SHEATHED 


{ SWORD?! MORE THAN 
Py THAT=-! SOME KIND 
OF ENERGY 


WIS SUNNGHH T= Sy 


GRIPES” THAT BACKHAND ALL I NEED 
ad r pec s SA MINUTE 
TNE OOF? 


7 


WWPACT-- FELT LIKE It PULVER ZED Sf 
EVERY BONE IN... MY BOP? é 
WARD £ 


90 THIG 1G THE 


OPPONENTS IN THE 
AF 


TRAINING ARE/ 
OF MY YOUTH ! 


BUT YOU FOUGHT 

WITH COG 7 

AMERICAN, eu OWE 
ITGA 


MEANS AOTHING 
AGAINST THE MARTIAL 
ARTS GKILL ANP THE 
RAW POWER OF... 


WERETHESE MORE 
HONORABLE TIMES, 
WARRIOR, YOUR COURAGE 

WOUL? HAVE EARNED 
R YOU YOUR L/E. BUT 
THOSE TIMES ARE LONG 
PEAP. 


Y 


AN? BECAUSE WOVE 
MUST KNOW OF MY 
PREGENCE IN THIS CITY, 

YOU MUST DIEAS WELL! 
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OW THAT NOTE, WE CUT BACK 
(N TIME A FEW MINUTES, AND 
SHIET OUR SCENE BONNTOWN. 


HAS L/FE 
BEEN TREAT- 


--WOT LATHER IN WHATEVER'S HAPPENEP 
THE SHAVING BOWLS, HERE MUST HAVE HAP- 
ELECTRIC CLIPPERS / PENEP JUST /MINWTES 
RUNNING _AK AGO. I'? BETTER GET 
&\ BELOW AND GEE IFI CAN 
HELP! g 


ALL RIGHT, GENTLEMEN, 
WHATS 


= GOING ON 
; 1G NEEDED 
eee MORE THAN, 
EVER! 


THE RECEPTION 

AREA'G AS EMPTY 

AS THE BARBER- 
SHOP! 


{ 1S ANYBODY 
a 


HERE a 


A guIcK THOROUGH 
SEARCH GWES THE 
WOMAN HER AN- 
SWER : THE SHOP 
19 LESERTED-— 


Nov QTHERWISE, I’? BE STUCK 
UPON GROLIND LEVEL, NO 
WYSE TO ANYONE. 


BECAUSE THESE D7 

APPEARANCES CAN 

ONLY BE THE RESULT 
] 


EGO; THEN IT ee Sogn 
Se Mae Secu 30 ‘ 
"AT NOBODY HAD TIME 
To REsi6r! 


THE MARIE CELESTE MYSTERY, ALL 
OVER AGAIN-- ONLY THIS TIME IT'S 


ING HE WASN'T MERE 
\ WHEN IT HAPPENED. 


Ts I, 
NEW YORK IN THE ar 
FIRST PLACE. 


SURE \T WILL AND 
NATASHA ALIANOVVA 
ROMANOEF WILL TORN 
_ INTO 7&ARIVA O} 
TALES ES 


THAT FLAGH-- 
AN EVER GY 


7 IW THOSE SECONDS, WIDOW, A SENTENCE | | THAT MAN WITH 
‘OF DEATH CAN BE PRONOUNCED: THE GWORD—HE'S 
THE SULVER 
WHA 


IT MAY HAVE 


ABOUT TO/MURDER 
GPIPER- MANS 


HAVE ME THERE 
IN UST A FEW 
SECONPS. 


QLAST! THE GAMLURAI'S ARMOR GO THE GOOWER I TAKE THIS 
AEGORBEP MOST OF THE IMPACT / FIGHT VOWN TO THE GROUND, THE 
HE'S JUST STUNNED -- ANP ONCE BETTER. ANP THIS BUILDING SITE 
Hes, HIG ENERGY SWORD F LOOKS MADE 10 GRPER. 
CAN CUT THE CAR 10 LYECES. 


AS LONG AST 
STAY AIRBORNE, YA 
IM AT HIS <2 GIANPER 
MERCY. SHOULD GAT, 


WITH ANY 


THAT'S RIGHT; GAMURAI~ONLY IM MY 
OWN WOMAN NOW, NOBODY'S LOVER, 
NOBODY'S SLAVE. CAN YOt/ GAY THE GAMEZ, 


YOU! VAREDEV L's 
LOVE R-- THE WOMAN 


AN? NOW YOURE Ad? PP 
I VON'T BEL/EVE IT, SAMURAI 


eset 
GUENEE, WITCH! I 
GERVEP MANPRILL IN 


PAYMENT OF AN, 
ANCIENT DEBT: 


REMEMBER YOUR THAWING, 


vs 
NATASHA, You F002’ <SS9 
YOU LET YOUR ANGER fs WOMAN / HE MAY HAVE THE 
MAKE YOU CARELESS” @ EPGE INSIZEANP RAW 
SOS POWER BUT YOU HAVE 
SS YOUR SPEED, YOUR $KiLL. 


= 
Be 


Cr 


YOUR WIPOW'S 
OTE. NOT Sere IN 


1 DEFEATED DAREDEVIL, 
REMEMBERT KILLING YOU/ WILL 


BE WO TROUBLE AT ALL 


WALL-CRAWLER, IF ONLY MEGCHING FIRST THINGS 
THAT MAN? \/ THE GUY WAG AS : FURST, PAL. I 
EASY ASI MAE IT “| |NEED Some- 
INP. HELL BE » 


|Z 
om NAMELY THIS 
RI/CAL. 


THE BUSTED 
Ae SPIDEY. 


HANGIN’ A- 
ROUND *TILZ 
GET GACH. 


ANDADH £60 3, 
LIKE CS 
NECK GNAPPEP. 


CYT /T OWT, VARKER! You $4 
] START THINKING LIKE 7HA7 


1 B GENTLE FUG %L 
DROP HIM RIGHT INTO 
MYARMS. 
Nery 
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TROUBLE IS, I CAN'T 
HOLY ONTO HIM, 
AN? THE 


PLEASE, SJE To ME! THATS, 


IF. ONE OF 
JUST THE POW 7.“ THA 


THERE’ FEEL 
THAT SHUDDER? 


SO FAR, $0 GOOD’ FORGET ABOUT F 
AT LEAST THE WIVOw's / HER, MAN, THE 
HOLDING HE ke HN, BUILPING --/ 


1 
CLOSE FOR COMFORT! }. 


A MINUTE! WHERE )--AS FAST 


THEM'S BEEN C/T 
IBO/GH THIS ENTIRE 
BUILDING COULD 2/7CH 
WER / 


SPIDER-MAN, WAT \ DOWN, PAL ‘CAUSE THE 


OKAY, OKAY, TGET THE 

MESSAGE. HOLO ON 

WIGHT) WE*LL BE POWN 
IN A MUNGTE. 


LOON'T BELIEVE, 
(107 ae 
@ 


Tm 


SPIDER-MAN'S 
‘RUNNING AWAY ! 
LEAVING ME To. 
FIGHT THE AMURA! 
ALONE! 


/ BUT 
THE DAMAGE IS WORSE Ma iets aseetall 


YOU'RE ONLY PARTLY RIGHT uke THAT SEAM --.7 T 


THERE! IT'S 
J WEUGEC IN UINPER 
THE BASE FLOOR, 
RIGHT UPAGAINST 
THE WEAKENED 
PYLON / ZHAT 
OUGHTTA BRACE IT! 
2MHEW. fj 


LAWEW IT! ONE 
GIRGER CAN'T TAKE 
THAT INCREDIBLE 4 

STRAIN / 


LADY! NY ARMS --" 
BUT I'VE GOT To KEEP BEHINP NE-- 


FALLS OVER HERE oe Wane 

4 3 ERE : I WASTE TIME 

IN Mi-TOWH- : WITH AVM, THERE 
) coup BEA 


OUGAS TER! 


(ODL. OUR WEBBING 
'S UxELESS A 

Tie Rone or ony 
SWORP! 


CONTINUED AFTER NEXT PAGE 


/ JUST HAD TO CATCH 

MY BREATH! IM BACK! 
WORRIED FORA 
MINUTE HE HAP, 
KULEP YOU! 


AN? I REALIZE WHAT YOU'RE| | ANP S0/7 BEGWS, SPIDEY ANP LASHING THEM FIGHT 
| 7RYING TO DO, SPIDER-MAN | | SWINGING THE HUGE 'Z"- WITH WIS WEBBING. FIRST 
--G0 2007" THEN ONE GIRDER, THEN TWO 
STORAGE. 
DLL WoL THE SAMURAI 
[OFF TILL YOU'RE Bowe” 


THE CRIPALEP 
CORE PYLON 


EA 


TEN, THEN TWENTY. THEN THE NUMBERS MEANWHILE, YOU'RE TURING: WOMAN ¢ 
BLUR, AND HIS $UPER- HUMAN EFFORT BE- On THE FAR SIOE Sapaeilla iS ALL BUT 
x WNIGHED ! 


COMES A NEVER - ENDING NIGHIM Ake Gun 
NES 


Pin MOST OF 
TRIPGES,’ 


STRAIN», NCREOIILE" 
BUT. CAN'T GWE YP 
NOW?! Den WON'T” 


BUT IT’S NOT FAR 


Oo 
“ AND SPIDER- 
MAN'S BTL 


BUILDING 


ENERGY BACKLASH FROM 
HIS SWORD... MANGLEP MY 
NERVOUS SYSTEM .. / 
ELECTROCUTION. O 


AND NOW THE 


BUT NOW you'r? % 
BETTER SPLIT... FAST! 
THE GAMCRAI'S 

STILL LOOSE 


p 
SAMURA I'S GACKEP 2 


HER RANDOM THOUGHT DISTRACTS 
HER FOR ONLY A MOMENF--THE 
SILVER GAMURA/ STRIKES 

a 


SPIDER-MAN, YOUVE 
BOWE /7/ THE BRACE 
(SG $OL(P/ THE BUILD- 


ONE MORE STROKE 
WILL F/M/5H7 YOU, 
WOMAN / 
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OUT OF FLUID! BUT 
« INE GOT TODO 
SOMETHING» 


tL GONGW 
WOMAN! 


“THEN T/M ONE HECKUVA ff 
LWELY CORPSE -- 


THERE'S YOu 


GY 


af 
LO 


AN? NOW, FOOL, 'THE SILVER SAMURAI IS 
(1g Youve MORE THAN A MATCH FOR 
ANY GUPER-HERO--ESPE- 

C1ALLY ONE WHO'S DEA? 


F-- ANP IT'S ALLING 
ME! BUT. IF I CAN 


AMATIER? CAN'T 
YOU HITA MOVING: 
TARGET 2! I MEAN, 
TM ONLY Leg NY ) 


SPEAKING OF IPs: WCE SHOT, LABY.IF THIS CLOWN 
WOMEN Z « HAP ANY SENSE, HE’? BE O/T 
es COL BY NOW. 
ww BUT SINCE HE'S 
4 STULL ON HIS FEET, 
AN IM A GUY WHO 
HATES LO0SE ENS, 


CK FOR APEBT 
AES LOM 
QWVERDCWE 


GUESS WHAT, )BY A kWocK- 
WIDOW, I THINK /OU/F BUT WHAT 
WE WON! WAS THIS Age 


can Y 


HE AN? SOME GOONS AN? THIS WAS WHAT IT A [Hey Wiow, I DON'T KNOW, 
RIPPED OFF AN 4 WAS4OR 7 A LOUSY P'YAGETTHE |} MY FRIEND I 
ANTIQUE GIORE OVER Aa CLAY SIATETTIE 702, 

ON MAPISON-- 


n/t OH, BOY, T 
MUST’A PULLED 
EVERY MUSCLE |N MY 
BOpY TONIGHT! 


A 
YNP GO, WERE LEFT WITH MYSTERIES, 
THE WIPOW'S TO BE CLEARED UP IN 
FUTURE ISSUES OF THE CHAMPIONS. 
AS FOR GPIDEY Gu, PERHAPS (TLL BE 
SOLVED WHEN HE AND? GHOST RIDER FACE == 


